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FOREWORD 
  
Going to Africa was never really a dream of mine.  I never really felt a connection to 
Africa like I did to most of the other places I visited.  But, when Dan and I were 
thinking about celebrating our 25th wedding anniversary, we wanted to do 
something different.  This was a different kind of trip and it turned out to be 
spectacular!  
 
I now have a connection to the people and animals of Africa and hope to go back 
again. Tanzania and Kenya are interesting, warm and friendly countries and I highly 
recommend visiting them.    I would like to see more of the massive continent of 
Africa! 
  
Mindy 
 



INTRODUCTION 
 
Africa is an amazing continent and I say that having only seen and experienced a very small 
portion of it.   It’s the world’s largest continent and I learned that the USA, Canada and China 
could all fit within Africa’s boundaries with some room to spare.  I, like many, had numerous 
misconceptions about Africa.  For instance, I thought of its terrain as comprised of mostly jungle 
but discovered that only about 3% of the land is considered jungle or rainforest.    I thought 
communication would be a problem but immediately learned that nearly everyone in Kenya and 
Tanzania speaks English.   I envisioned people living in total poverty and although I did see some 
of that, most everyone looked very clean and well dressed.  Most importantly the people were 
extremely friendly and welcoming.   In other words, Africa wasn’t at all like what I thought it 
would be. 
 
Granted, my wife and I only visited some of the more popular tourist destinations and I have no 
doubt that there is a different side to Africa that we did not see.    I would go back in a heartbeat 
if I could afford to and my advice to anyone contemplating a trip there is to leave any 
misconceptions of Africa at home and go and experience with an open mind the beauty, 
exhilaration and fascination that this part of the world has to offer. 
 
Dan 

 



The Safari Experience 



The Land Cruiser is the official vehicle of African Safaris.  The pop-up roof allowed us to stand in the vehicle.  
Placing a cushion on the rails created a nice cradle for the camera and telephoto lens. 



Due to the dusty roads, we quickly learned to wear the same clothes day to day on game drives. 



The roads were very bumpy and in Kenya, often muddy.  Our vehicle only got stuck in the mud once and the driver was 
able to free us easily.  Others weren’t so lucky and had to be pulled out by another Land Cruiser.   



Efata, our guide in Tanzania, used to be a guide for professional photographers and film makers. He is a great guy and we 
grew to really like him!  



Although Kenya and Tanzania both have major international airports, we did much of our flying within Africa on small 
planes -  from tiny airports with dirt runways and no security checkpoints. 



The accommodations at the Coffee Plantation Lodge in Tanzania were nice but there was no hot water that morning and 
we both took a VERY cold shower.  Welcome to Africa! 



This was our bedroom at the Maramboi Tented Camps in Tanzania.  Animals roamed beneath and  behind the tent at 
night. 



At the Maramboi Camp we had lunch out on the deck with the zebras. 



The Sopa Lodge at Ngorongoro Crater was by far the most elegant.  We really enjoyed watching the sunset from the 
enclosed balcony. 



In our quarters at the Ol Tukai Lodge in Kenya, we had unlimited views of the elephants, zebras and wildebeest nearby. 



Our bedroom at the Ol Tukai Lodge was very comfortable.  Every place we stayed  had mosquito netting around the bed, 
but we did not encounter many bugs at all. 



Driving from park to park in Tanzania we passed through many small villages such as this one. 



We bought several wood carvings from this store in 
Tanzania.  Can you spot the Sugarloaf USA sticker? 



On our way to the airport in Tanzania, our guide took us to this very fancy resort for lunch.  Until then, we had only seen 
very small villages comprised of huts and shacks, so we were surprised to find this place. 



Ngorongoro Crater - Tanzania 

The Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania is often referred to as the Eighth Wonder of the World.  Formed about 2 million years ago 
when a volcano imploded it is more accurately a caldera.  Its rim sits at about 9,000 feet above sea level and that’s where 
most of the safari lodges and camps are located.  The crater floor resides about 3,000 feet below the rim and is home to 
25,000 animals within a 14 mile diameter area.  Camping on the crater floor is no longer permitted. 
 
When we asked our guide where he would go if he only had one day to spend in Africa, he responded without hesitation, 
“Ngorongoro Crater”, since it has one of the highest concentration of animals per area on the continent. 

 



The mountain ranges that form the walls of the crater serve as an excellent backdrop for photographs.  Here, wildebeest 
graze in the tall grass. 

 



The terrain at the crater floor is highly varied and able to accommodate many animal species.  Zebras are plentiful. 



After two weeks in Africa we’re now convinced that zebras are white with black stripes and not vice-versa. 



Despite their lack of color, zebras brighten any scene. 



Within the first hour inside the crater we saw two black rhinos, which are now very rare and endangered. 



We were astonished by the number and variety of colorful 
and exotic birds. This is a saddle-billed stork. 



An African fish eagle patiently awaits its next prey. 



The Gray Crowned Crane with its unusual head plumage quickly became a favorite. 



The Secretary Bird is named for the quill pens that secretaries used to stuff in their wigs in olden days.  



Despite the dry season, Ngorongoro Crater is home to several large bodies of water. 



Much of the animal activity is centered around the watering holes.   Hippos are sometimes difficult to distinguish from 
the rocks unless their heads are above water. 



This was the first lion we encountered and our guide could tell by her mannerisms that she was on the prowl. 

 



One of the most thrilling moments occurred while watching her stalk a wildebeest. 

 



Although we did not see the actual kill, the lion’s bloodied coat suggests it was brutal. 

 



Afterwards, two male lions feasted on the wildebeest while hyenas and jackals waited for their chance to steal some food. 



This hyena successfully stole a wildebeest leg from the lion and had to fight off other hyenas in order to keep his trophy. 

 



Once this male had his fill of the wildebeest, he gave the 
remainder to his other male buddy. 



While the males were feasting on the wildebeest, the females watched intently, awaiting their turn to eat. 

 



Meanwhile, the other animals simply went about their business, un-phased by the commotion.  

 



This brutal fight between two male gazelles was over territorial rights.   One of them finally surrendered. 

 



Sunrise inside the crater was a magical time as the animals came to life. 



Sunset, as viewed from the rim of the crater, was spectacular. 



The Masai Tribe 
The Masai are one of Africa’s oldest tribes and are 
semi-nomadic people.   About 1.5 million of them 
still live in Kenya and Tanzania.  They tend to 
reside in small villages with their extended 
families and the males can have numerous wives 
(but a woman can only have one husband).  
Although their culture is changing a bit with 
modern times, they still primarily raise livestock 
to eat the meat and drink the milk and blood – 
often mixing the milk and blood together. 
 
When a male turns 14, he must prove his 
manhood by being circumcised with no 
anesthetics.  Any flinching or crying out can mark 
him as weak for the remainder of his life.   After 
he has healed, he dons some face paint to signify 
that he has entered manhood. 
 



The village inhabitants performed a welcoming ceremony for us.   

 



Most Masai males have a unique ability to jump without 
first bending their knees.  They use the balls of their feet 
as springs. 

 



The Ngorongoro Masai are no longer permitted to live inside the crater but can bring their livestock down to the crater’s 
watering holes.  Their huts are constructed of sticks, mud and cow dung. 

 



Masai women make and sell trinkets to help support their community.  



Every morning the young adult males are responsible for starting a fire by twirling sticks over a knife blade until the 
friction ignites the wood.   Note that their shoes are made of used motorcycle tires! 

 



One of our guides in Kenya’s Masai Mara was named 
LePappa.  He had his own cell phone and spoke excellent 
English. 



Tarangire National Park - Tanzania 
The Tarangire National Park is Tanzania’s 
sixth largest wildlife park and covers 
about 1,100 square miles.  It is located 
near Lake Manyara and has a fairly high 
concentration of animals compared to 
some of the larger parks such as the 
Serengeti.   Elephants, giraffes, lions and 
cheetahs are plentiful, but what 
impressed us most were the birds.  They 
came in every size, shape and color and 
kept us entertained while searching for 
larger game. 

 



Termites build large mounds out of mud and cow dung 
that serve as their homes and perches for birds and other 
animals.  It is said that when a Masai woman becomes 
pregnant she will eat some of the termite mound walls to 
prevent morning sickness.  

 



Some of the birds that we saw were not even listed in our National Audubon Guide to African Wildlife book. 



Fortunately, there were few animals and birds that our guides in Kenya and Tanzania could not identify.  This is a Lilac 
Breasted Roller. 

 



It hadn’t rained in Tanzania for nearly three months and the roads and prairies were extremely dusty inside the park. 

 



There was not much green grass to be found. 



We were told to keep our tent doors and windows closed at all times so as to not let the baboons and monkeys in.  
They are adept at stealing cameras and jewelry. 

 



In fact, as we used the restroom at the entrance of 
the park, monkeys jumped inside our safari vehicle 
looking for food. 

 



We really enjoyed observing the giraffes. We 
learned that an adult giraffe’s heart must pump 
about 16 gallons of blood per minute and that a 
giraffe needs less water than a camel to survive. 

 



Giraffe mothers like to form play groups with their 
young and youngsters of other giraffes. 



We watched one very cautious giraffe take about 20 minutes before deciding to drink from the river. 



Having to spread its legs to drink puts the giraffe in a very vulnerable position.  Lions know this and will attack.  Typically, 
three to four lions will team up, first knocking the giraffe down then going for its throat. 



The ossicones (horns) on a male giraffe are darker and have less hair than the female.  That’s because the male uses his 
ossicones in the mating process and the hairs get worn down.   



Mongoose like to feed on small animals such as rodents, snakes and frogs.  

 



One can’t help but smile and think of the Lion King movie when spotting a warthog. 



The National Audubon Field Guide to African Wildlife 
describes the Marabou Stork as an “enormous, ugly 
bird”.  We agreed. 



The Marabou Stork can have a wing span of up to  
12 feet.  



Vultures were everywhere just waiting to scavenge a meal. 

 



A group of vultures feeding on the ground is known as a wake. 

 



We drove by this wildebeest carcass several times and were surprised that the vultures or hyenas hadn’t discovered it yet. 



Even the hyenas passed up the wildebeest, preferring to 
lounge around for the afternoon. 



The Southern Ground-Hornbill could also be classified in the “ugly” category. 



Of the world’s 220 species of hawks, eagles and vultures, 72 of them, including the fish eagle, live in Africa. 



We watched this snake eagle catch and eat a 3-4 foot 
long snake in just several minutes. 



One of the many varieties of bee-eaters. 



Amboseli National Park  
Kenya 

Amboseli National Park sits at the foot of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro across the border from Tanzania and 
covers only 150 square miles.  It’s known primarily 
for its elephants and the classic National 
Geographic photo of elephants with the snow 
capped Kilimanjaro in the background.  The land 
within the park is fairly flat with few trees and our 
guide had no problem spotting groups of animals 
far off in the distance.   
 
Morning haze and afternoon clouds often obscured 
our view of the mountain, but when it did make a 
brief appearance, it was spectacular.  We met 
people that had hiked up the mountain – typically a 
five to seven day excursion – and others who were 
making final preparations.   At 19,341 feet above 
sea level, most people can reach the summit 
without the need for oxygen assistance.    Much like 
climbing Mount Everest the ascent takes place in 
stages to allow climbers to acclimate to the thinning 
air supply.  The final ascent usually takes place at 
midnight so as to reach the summit for sunrise. 
 



At the Ol Tukai Lodge the grounds were protected by an electric fence to keep wandering elephants out. 
 



The clouds often provided for dramatic skies but they also obscured our view of Kilimanjaro.  



Elephants often came within ten feet of our safari vehicle. 

 



Two teenage elephants show some affection – the equivalent of “making out”. 



This led the male to want to mate but as you can see, he wasn’t quite ready yet. 



Adult elephants can weigh between 6,000 and 11,000 pounds and have enormous apetites. 



They are very tolerant of hitch-hikers. 



When a male elephant reaches the age of twelve, he is sent away from the family to fend for himself.  That’s because 
the patriarch of the herd doesn’t want any competition. 



No better place to do a little courting with your honey. 



Amboseli is home to 400 species of birds. The muscles in this Hoopoe’s head allow its bill to be opened when inserted 
into the ground.  



A heron makes a graceful prairie landing. 

 



There are about twenty species of herons in Africa. 



The Cape Buffalo along with the Elephant, Lion, 
Rhino and Leopard make up the BIG FIVE of African 
animals. 

 



This monkey tried to steal Mindy’s pants that were hanging outside to dry.  A worker at the lodge came to her (and the 
pants’) rescue.   

 



A pair of Hadeda Ibis roamed behind our lodge. 



The Kori Bustard is a large, heavy bird and seldom flies. 



The Masai Mara 
Wildlife Reserve 
Kenya 
The Masai Mara Wildlife Reserve encompasses 
about 580 square miles and borders the much 
larger Serengeti Park in Tanzania.  Together, both 
parks are home to the Great Migration of 
wildebeest, zebras and gazelles that takes place 
every year as the animals make a 500 km round 
trip on an endless quest for fresh pastures and 
water.   We missed seeing the Great Migration as 
the animals were already headed back to the 
Serengeti when we arrived at the Masai Mara. 

 



Balloon rides in the Masai Mara are not only popular but expensive at about $500 USD per person. 

 



There was no shortage of exotic birds in the Mara.  



The hammerhead builds a massive tree house of strong sticks and reeds for its family. 



The Woodland Kingfisher likes to nest in a tree cavity. 



The Chestnut Bellied Starling 



Many of the male lions that we spotted were asleep. 



Since the male lion lets the female do all the hunting for him, he can just lay around and yawn most of the day. 



This male woke up to a bad hair day. 



Female lions are always on alert . . . 



. . . or are cleaning themselves. 



. . . or posing for the camera.  



The National Park Service outfits some lions with radio collars to track their movements. 



This female was shot with a  tranquilizer dart so her 
collar could be removed. 



Cheetahs can reach speeds of 70 mph or greater but can only sustain that speed for about 300 yards.  



People that we spoke with who watched a cheetah chase and kill a gazelle, told us it took the cheetah about ten 
minutes to recover from her sprint.  She lay breathing very heavily while her cubs ate the gazelle. 



According to African myth, the meat of the waterbuck is 
deadly to humans.  



The Topi are also very territorial and will fiercely protect their land. 



The legs and neck of the Ostrich turn pinkish red 
during mating season. 



The male Helmeted Guineafowl can be very aggressive. 



This is called a Grey Go-Away bird 



This elephant came within a few feet of our room and was later chased away by the lodge’s staff rangers.  He became a 
bit ornery when a guest tried to approach him. Afterwards, we heeded the sign’s warning! 

 



Mindy took this photo of a monkey family just several feet away from her.  The babies looked to be newly born. 



For three straight days in the Masai Mara we had a brief, heavy downpour in the late afternoon followed by dramatic skies.  



The heavy rains were very isolated, but where it did rain it  turned the roads to mud. 



The rains also produced a magnificent rainbow. 



We were sad to leave Africa after two amazing weeks but felt very fortunate to have experienced this incredible continent! 


